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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Limping R hind suspect RACL 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE BILATERAL STIFLES 
 
Image quality is limited due to the patient's large body size and substantial soft tissue circumferential 
to the stifle joint as well as coupling difficulties reducing fine detail recognition and limiting full 
assessment of the deep interarticular structures. 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
RIGHT 
 
Visible portions of the right cranial cruciate ligament appear continuous and within normal limits. No 
ultrasonographic evidence of structural meniscal changes, significant joint effusion or synovial 
thickening are appreciated. No periarticular osteophytes are visualized in the provided fields.  
 
LEFT 
 
The visible portions of the left cranial cruciate ligament appear continuous and unremarkable. 
Evidence of meniscal injury, synovial proliferation, effusion or osteophyte formation is not seen.  
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• No ultrasonographic evidence of cranial cruciate ligament rupture, meniscal pathology 
synovitis, effusion or osteoarthritis in the portions of the right stifle joint visualized 

• No ultrasonographic evidence of left stifle arthropathy   
• Study limitations: reduced image quality due to patient size 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Based on the available ultrasound images no structural abnormalities are detected in either stifle 
however there may be limitations to subtle and deep interarticular lesions based on the limitations 
aforementioned. Given the absence of detectable stifle pathology the source of the right hind limb 
lameness may be extra articular including or maybe outside of the stifle region.  
 
Early arthropathic changes cannot be fully excluded at this time. Follow-up ultrasound examination 
in 6–8 weeks is recommended to reassess the region, monitor progression, and clarify these 
potential findings. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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